

















Location unknown -
circa early 1930s. Hap
Russell in an
interesting, early
American Airways
company portrait. His
first transport job ended
when  Standard Air
Lines was bought by
TWA in 1929.
American Airways was
formed in 1930 as part

divestments and
acquisitions on the
leading edge of the Great Depression. Hap left Standard for
American. The Fokker FXA was the flagship type for
American Airways in 1930, and Russell's experience with
the airplane at Standard qualified him for the job at
American.

With competition and schedules responding to the
vagaries of the economic downturn, one had to be
adventurous to travel coast-to-coast on American Airways in
1930. Because of airmail changes during the early 1930s,
its parent company had to sell American Airways to a new,
independent company. Therefore, on April 11, 1934,
American Airways became American Airlines. We can
safely assume the image was taken sometime between
1930 and 1934, probably closer to 1930. Hap Russell
remained with American Airlines for the rest of his flying
career as employee number 11.

This image, along with other special artifacts whose
inscrutable importance was known only to Hap, was found
in a small, engraved wooden box inside the outer cardboard
carton.

of a confusing flurry of W

Airlines captain, April 2. Hap Russell enjoyed a 35-year

career with American Airlines. One of the more poignant
artifacts in his collection is a charm bracelet fashioned for
his wife from his seven five-year pins, each one sporting
rubies and diamonds in numbers commensurate with his
years of service. This image appeared in a newspaper
article published April 15, 1936. The article (headlined:
Stepping Ahead on Wings) details Hap’s flight hours at
10,500 during 15 years of flying. That equates to 700 flight
hours per year, a considerable total for the era. One of
American Airlines’ DC-3s in the background.
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DISCUSSION

The three collections summarized in this article provide an
exciting look at Golden Age aviation from three different,
though complementary, viewpoints: Cosgrove’s view as an
entreprencur/manager and military pilot/officer, Gerow’s view
as a professional photographer/aviation mechanic/pilot, and
Russell’s view as an inveterate and wizened pilot of the line.
The antics and camaraderie illustrated in some of the Cosgrove
collection images, the multi-level, workmanlike precision of
Gerow’s, and the sensitive and humble, yet proud, accomplish-
ments illustrated in Russell’s collection lend a prismatic sizzle
to the view of aviation during the Golden Age.

These outstanding collections are held and maintained by
private individuals. The mind reels thinking about what simi-
lar collections might exist undiscovered in attics and albums
around the country.
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ABOUT THE AUTHORS

C. Burton Cosgrove, III: Co-author
Cosgrove is a fourth-generation New
Mexican and is retired from the bench. For
18 years he was Magistrate, Metropolitan
and District Court Judge of Bernalillo
County, Albuquerque, N.M. Among many
awards for his mediation and sentencing
policies, he was named “Judge of the Year”
for 1988-89. Beyond his reputation as a jurist, he is widely rec-
ognized for his collections of historic memorabilia. Among
them are 300 American flags, hundreds of model airplanes and
many autographed photos of famous aviation personalities, as
well as the photo and document collection introduced in this
article, which is a legacy from his father. Many of his collec-
tions were on display in his courtroom during his career, and he
frequently conducted educational tours for school children and
Boy Scouts. Cosgrove and co-author Hyatt are writing a book
about the Cosgrove collection that will be available in 2009.

Michael W. Gerow: Co-author Gerow is
a lifelong aviation buff. He is a private
pilot, but spends his spare time these days
researching and writing about his late
father’s photo collection. Mr. Gerow *
discovered” the Davis-Monthan Airfield
Register Web site two years ago and has
since become a regular contributor of
photos, background research and text. His recent biographical
sketch of Capt. Carlton Foster Bond, Army Air Corps, will
soon be joined on the Web site by profiles of Clarence M.
Young and Emile C. Genereaux. Another recent project,
“Qperations ot Continental Air Map Co., 1928-36,” will appear
in an Aramco publication this fall. A greatly expanded version
of that story will be posted on the Davis-Monthan site later this
year. For the past 15 years, Mr. Gerow has served as public
relations director for WelComm, Inc., a high-tech advertising
and public relations firm in San Diego, California. He and his
wife Susan have five children, ages 15-25.

Edward G. Russell: Co-author Russell
was born in Long Beach, Calif.,, and
adopted by Harold and Elisabeth Russell at
‘ age three weeks. He enjoyed his first
airplane ride in 1932 in an American
‘§ Airlines Fokker in San Diego. He was in
; the USAF 1949-1961 as aircrew for photo
recon units during the Korean conflict and later with SAC. He
retired from the wine industry after 32 years, wherein he
brought joy to people by having retail stores in San Diego,
winery operations in both southern and northern California,
and distributorships in southern California. He now lives in
Gilbert, Ariz., with his wife Sheri, spending as much leisure
time as possible in Puerto Penasco, Mexico.

Gary W. Hyatt, Ph.D.. Co-author Hyatt
is a commercial pilot and A&P, a member
of the AAHS, Aircraft Owners and Pilots
Association, Mooney Aircraft Pilots
Association and the Experimental Aircraft
Association. He is pilot/mechanic for a
cherry Mooney M20C. He was professor
of biology at the University of Illinois,
Chicago, and retired from the Procter & Gamble Co.,
Cincinnati, Ohio. What started this whole thing was his copy
of the Davis-Monthan Airfield Register purchased in a shop in
Alexandria, Va., in mid-2000. He transcribed its 3,689 records
to a computer database for sorting and analysis. He published
an article in the Journal [5] last year derived from one such
analysis. He travels around the U.S. with his wife, Chris,
partly in support of his Davis-Monthan Airfield Register
project. He created the Web site www.dmairfield.org in 2005.
Contact is welcome from others interested mn Golden Age
flight, which may add insight to the pilots and aircraft and to
the Davis-Monthan Airfield and its history. He may be
contacted through his Web site.
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