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INTRODUCTION TO THE 
21st CENTURY EDITION 

 
A work in public domain is an orphan.  Who will adopt it 
and nourish its future?  This is the role of Oldairfield.com 
Books 21st Century Editions. 
 
A life reviewed in 36 pages so 
long ago deserves another look.  
At right we see Art Goebel gazing 
at us from 1929, a time when 
aviation was very different from 
what it is today.  Barely a quarter 
century had passed since the 
Wright Brothers’ first short 
flights.  Yet Art Goebel’s flights 
that comprise his major claims to 
fame spanned not only the Continental United States and 
the National Air Races, but also the Pacific Ocean. 
 
Following this Introduction comes his short, self-serving, 
yet humble autobiography.  None of Goebel’s words have 
been changed.  From Foreword to Chapter Eleven the 
story, fonts, typeset and images are faithful reproductions 
of Goebel’s original book. 
 
This is a rare volume, available at only three libraries in 
the United States as of the publication date of this 
Oldairfield.com Books 21st Century Edition.  The book is 
a vignette cast around the life of one pilot from the Golden 
Age of Flight.  “Art Goebel’s Own Story” by Art Goebel 
was published in 1929, nine years after he learned to fly, 
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and 44 years before he departed to his Final Horizon.  His 
story takes place just shy of half way through his life. 
 
Arthur C. Goebel was born October 19, 1895; he died in 
Los Angeles, CA at age 78 on December 3, 1973.  He was 
buried on December 8, 1973 at the Forest Lawn Memorial 
Park in Glendale, CA.  He had prodigious skills as a pilot, 
yet his book emphasizes a more fundamental character 
strength from which arose all success in his life: careful, 
thoughtful, exhaustive analysis and preparation.  Clearly, that 
was a message to his flight students. 
 
Goebel’s book was “self-published” as a marketing tool for 
“The Art Goebel School of Flying”, his business at the 
Kansas City (Missouri) Municipal Airport.  Although the 
book does not go into details, his school was unique in that 
he employed to teach his students active military (Army 
and Navy) pilots who were on leave.  These pilots 
provided the freshest, highest quality instruction available 
at the time.  His school focused on turning out competent 
pilots for the growing air transport industry.  In this way, 
Goebel was a strong promoter of the future of aviation. 
 
Chapters 1-5 of his book describe Goebel’s youth and 
military service.  His examination of things mechanical, 
and his mechanical husbandry and maintenance 
experience, show strongly in these pages.  Chapters 6 & 7 
address his flight training and early employment as a 
Hollywood stunt flyer.  His flying skills and detailed 
preparation for movie scenes led to success and notoriety 
as his career proceeded. 
 
Chapters 8 & 9 present broad details of the fastidious 
preparations he made for the 1927 trans-Pacific Dole Race 
(westbound, San Francisco to Honolulu).  He even tells 
you what he wore during this event, and what he liked for 
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lunch!  Bottom line, Goebel and his navigator won the 
race. 
 
Although the Pacific had been crossed by airplane twice in 
the months before (fellow civilians Ernest L. Smith and 
Emory Bronte flew the same route in 25:36 on July 15th), 
the Dole Race was the first time prize money was offered.  
His navigator was Lieutenant William V. Davis Jr., an 
Annapolis graduate and one of the most astute navigators 
of the era.  It took them 26 hours, 17 minutes and 33 
seconds of flying time to cover the 2,400 miles of ocean 
once they left Oakland Airport.  They won $25,000 for 
their efforts. 
 
It would appear from his book that the pinnacle of 
Goebel’s flying life was the victory in the Dole Race on 
August 17, 1927.  We can understand why: a reception in 
Honolulu by an estimated 20-30,000 people tends to make 
one feel at his pinnacle!  What were his first words when 
he got out of his airplane at the end of his race?  "Say, folks, 
it's certainly great to land here…."  Indeed, after that time, 
distance and uncertainty, it must have been. 
 
Goebel and Davis were successful because of their 
preparation and logistical management of the event.  Their 
airplane was a proven Travel Air high-wing monoplane 
design.  It was named “Woolaroc” after Frank Phillips' 
ranch located between Bartlesville and Barnsdall, OK.  The 
name is a contraction of wood, lakes and rocks.  Phillips 
Petroleum sponsored the flight. 
 
Their navigational equipment, including an early A-N 
beam tracking radio, previously used by Smith & Bronte, 
is credited with keeping them on course.  Other 
competitors were not so well-prepared or so lucky.  Of 
eleven entrants, there were eight starters.  Only two made 
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it to Hawaii (Martin Jensen & Paul Schluter flew the other 
airplane).  Two crashed on takeoff, two returned to 
California with mechanical problems, and two were not 
seen again, undoubtedly lost at sea. 
 
All totaled, ten lives were lost to the Dole competition.  
Three died during pre-race preparations.  Five lost their 
lives during the race,  
and two lost their lives after the race during a vain search 
for survivors.   
 
The accidents and loss of life during this one event caused 
a major stir in the aviation community and among the 
public.  There was considerable finger-pointing at James 
Dole, Hawaiian pineapple entrepreneur and race sponsor, 
with accusations of self-serving greed; at the pilots for not 
being prepared; at the federal Bureau of Air Commerce for 
not enforcing aircraft safety measures thoroughly enough.  
The "blame" was passed, with no one taking the ultimate 
responsibility.  Some things never change. 
 
It soon became clear there was no blame to be placed.  This 
was, after all, a race with a good deal of precedent, 
aeronautical skill and technology applied to it.  Dole was 
simply trying to boost Hawaii tourism.  The pilots and 
their passengers were all adults; nobody forced them to 
participate in the event.  Please refer to the 1927 Dole 
Report in the Annotated Bibliography for a synthesis of 
contemporary reportage. 
 
After the Dole Race Goebel flew trans-continental records 
in the Lockheed Vega named “Yankee Doodle” (c/n 7, 
Model 5 NX4769, as pictured in Chapter 10).  With this 
airplane on August 19-20, 1928, Goebel, and passenger 
Harry Tucker, made the first east-west, coast-to-coast non-
stop flight: the first in less than 24 hours.  At the end of the 
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flight, at Curtiss Field, Long Island, NY, he rose from the 
“Yankee Doodle’s” cockpit, watch in hand in his brown 
business suit and said, “I make it 18 hours and 58 minutes 
from LA, and about time for breakfast!”  The final pages of 
Chapter Eleven describe and provide the rationale for 
entering his flight training business.  
 
That he had a life of achievement after 1929 is not 
surprising.  The pilot denizens of the Golden Age of 
Aviation had no shortages of vision, energy, skill or 
endurance.  For his achievements in the late 1920s he 
accepted honors from the President of the United States 
(Coolidge), standing shoulder to shoulder with the likes of 
Charles Lindbergh (trans-Atlantic), Bernt Balchen (North 
& South Pole), William Brock & Edward Schlee (round-
the-world) and Lester Maitland & Albert Hegenberger 
(trans-Pacific). 
 
In 1931 Goebel flew a Lockheed aircraft (Vega Model 5 
NR7954, the first “Winnie Mae”) in the first Bendix Trophy 
race from Los Angeles to Cleveland, OH.  He placed fifth 
behind first-place winner James H. Doolittle.   
 
Already a veteran of WWI, during the 1930s he entered the 
U.S. Army Air Corps Reserves.  During WWII he served 
with distinction as a pilot and Air Inspector of the IV 
Bomber Command in the Pacific Theater.  He rose to the 
rank of Colonel. 
 
In 1941 he married Ann Jergens, heir to the Jergens 
cosmetics empire.  Their marriage ended in divorce in 
1947.  He never remarried.  In the 1960s he was inducted 
as an honorary member into The Society of Experimental 
Test Pilots.  By the time his life ended, he saw his 
predictions about how aviation would change the world 
come true. 
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Art Goebel’s slim volume gives us an armchair view of 
one pilot’s trials and successes during the Golden Age of 
Flight.  His story takes place during the dusty years 
between the World Wars; on the waning cusp of the 
Roaring Twenties; at the waxing abyss of the Great 
Depression. 
 
His is the language that expands for us the life of the 
Golden Age aviation entrepreneur, who used his aviation 
exploits to build a business around his passion.  As an 
added feature, we also get to see what things were like.  
His book brings us 47 black and white images of people, 
events and airplanes that have not enjoyed the light of day 
for nearly 80 years.  As well as aircraft, you will see images 
of motorcycles, automobiles, radio equipment and dress 
characteristic of his era. 
 
At the end of his book I provide a look at the airplanes 
Goebel flew and the landings he made at the Davis-
Monthan Airfield, Tucson, AZ between 1928 and 1931.  
These workaday activities, with contemporary samples of 
flying technologies, demonstrate in microcosm the 
airborne life of many Golden Age pilots.  I also provide an 
annotated bibliography.  There you will find 
recommendations for, and comments about, books, 
magazines, newspapers and web resources. 
 
You may find out more about Pilot Arthur C. Goebel and 
his flying colleagues at the Davis-Monthan Airfield during 
the Golden Age at my website 
WWW.DMAIRFIELD.ORG.  Have some fun!  Log on and 
strap in for a great ride on this companion website! 
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A PILOT AND HIS 
AIRPLANES AT A 
PLACE & TIME 

 
The primary motivation for bringing to you this 21st 
Century Edition of “Art Goebel’s Own Story” is his flight 
activity as it was recorded in the pilot transient Register at 
the Davis Monthan Airfield, Tucson, AZ (see 
www.dmairfield.org).  Between 1928 and 1931 Goebel 
landed aircraft at the Airfield and signed the Register at 
least five times.  He identified his airplanes by make and 
registration number four times.  Is there anything to learn 
about Goebel, the lives of his airplanes or those of other 
pilots by examining these landings? 
 
Tabulated below are data pertinent to each landing.  
Details come from the historic data cards for the airplanes 
found at the archives of the National Air & Space Museum 
(NASM), Washington, DC. 
 

      Arrival Date       Airplane Reg. No. 
01/27/28 Travel Air NC3824 
10/29/29 Waco NC9580 
02/13/31 ?? ?? 
05/24/31 Verville NC63032 
10/07/31 Lockheed NR7954 

 
Registration number NC3824 is a typical story for a 
Golden Age airplane.  Its career spanned barely 4.5 years, 
ultimately ending its life in 1932 with damage beyond 
economic repair.  This aircraft is a Travel Air 3000, S/N 307 
(ATC 31), manufactured on 12/15/27 by Travel Air 
manufacturing Co., Wichita, KS.  It had a Hispano-Suiza 
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Model E-2 180 HP engine installed (S/N 6187) furnished by 
the purchaser. 
 
It was flown away from the factory on 1/21/28 by H.C. 
Strader of Long Beach, CA for the price of $3,735 minus 
the engine cost.  It landed at Tucson barely a week later on 
1/27/1928 piloted by Art Goebel with Mr. Strader as 
passenger.  Below, an image of Goebel’s entry in the 
Register at Tucson, February 27th. 
 

 
 
Goebel was just five-months past his Hawaii flight.  He 
and his passenger arrived from Garden City, NY, Mitchel 
Field and were on their way to Hollywood, CA.  
Incidentally, Mr. Strader landed at Tucson on 4/8/1928, 
arriving in NC3824 from San Diego on his way to New 
York.  He noted in the Remarks column of the Register, 
“Big field.” 
 
Strader kept the Travel Air for seven months before selling 
it to Louis H. Tuckson of Los Angeles on 8/15/28.  Tuckson 
sold it to Barry Barnes, Boeing Field, Seattle, WA on 
5/22/31. 
 
It must have suffered some damage (before or after 
transfer is unknown), since Barnes installed Hisso engine 
C/N SC-43 on 6/22/31, a new center section, and tail 
assembly and fittings from the factory.  It suffered another 
accident on 7/4/31 that required repair, “with factory parts” 
and reinstallation of Hisso engine C/N 6187.  A year later, 
on 5/30/32 it was damaged beyond repair and the Mr. 
Strader requested cancellation of the registration. 
 
There is no information about his airplane on his visit of 
February 13, 1931.  But we know he carried as passenger 
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A.C. Murrell and their itinerary was westbound from El 
Paso, TX to Los Angeles, CA, and we find “Friday" noted 
in date of arrival column.  The 13th was a Friday and 
Goebel’s note of it was probably to deflect any bad luck 
that might accrue from it.  On this visit, Goebel becomes 
the only  pilot to hint at obscenity in the Register.  He 
penned, "!?*!!?XX weather" in the remarks column.  It was 
February, he was westbound, and he and his passenger 
were probably stiff with cold made only worse by the 
typical prevailing headwinds. 
 
Registration number NC9580 is a Waco ATO, S/N A-55 
manufactured in 1929.  The National Air & Space Museum 
has no other record either of this airplane or for Goebel’s 
Verville NC63032, which he brought to Tucson on May 24, 
1931. 
 
We know a lot about his NC/NR7954, however, and it is 
an interesting history of a working airplane.  It is a 
Lockheed Vega that was flown by a few well-known 
Golden Age pilots.  It ultimately was wrecked in 
Albuquerque.   
 
The airplane is a Model 5 (S/N 24; ATC number 
unidentified in the NASM record, but it was #93) 
manufactured August 12, 1928 by Lockheed Aircraft 
Corporation, Burbank, CA.  It left the factory with a Pratt 
& Whitney Wasp engine (S/N 920) of unspecified HP.  It 
was a five-place airplane.  Interestingly, this airplane was 
the original “Winnie Mae”, named after the original 
owner’s daughter. 

It sold for $20,240 on November 14, 1928 to F.C. Hall, 
Chickasha, OK.  It had special paint and lettering, 
including “Winnie Mae”.  It was flown by Wiley Post for 
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about six months (but not used for Post’s around-the-
world flights).  Post was personal pilot for Mr. Hall. 

We find this airplane at Tucson three times, the first two 
on November 17th and December 17, 1928.  Both times it is 
piloted by Wiley Post.  On November 17th he arrived solo 
flying eastbound from Los Angeles to Chickasha, OK.  
This may be the ferry flight of this new airplane from the 
factory at Burbank. 

On December 17th, Post is carrying passenger Allen F. 
Prichett.  They are westbound from Chickasha to Los 
Angeles.  There was no purpose mentioned for this trip, 
but it was probably on behalf of Hall’s business.  Below, 
Post’s entry in the Register at Tucson, December 17th. 

 

NC7954 sold back to Lockheed Aircraft Corporation on 
May 7, 1929 and they passed it on to Nevada Airlines, Inc., 
Los Angeles, CA on August 12, 1929.  Roscoe Turner was 
manager of operations for Nevada at that time.  Besides 
flying Nevada Airlines routes, NC7954 was flown on 
cross-country flights and in the 1929 National Air Races by 
Turner.  It was one of the first Vegas to be fitted with both 
a NACA cowl and wheel pants.  It was named “Sirius”. 

A year later, on August 23, 1930, the airplane was sold to 
Capt. Arthur C. Goebel, Los Angeles, CA just in time for 
the National Air Races.  It was converted to a “NR” 
registration and Goebel modified it to a single-place 
airplane for use in the 1930 National Air Races (race #62).  
Goebel took second place (in 9:21:21.4) in the nonstop 
derby, Los Angeles-to-Chicago, behind Wiley Post.  All the 
airplanes that placed in that event in 1930 were Lockheeds.  
Goebel won $4,500 second-place money.  He maintained 
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the “NR” registration and flew the airplane that way until 
1934. 

Now comes NR7954 flown to Tucson by Goebel on 
October 7, 1931, about a year after he purchased it.  Now 
he was solo flying cross-country from New York to Los 
Angeles.  Below, Goebel’s entry in the Register at Tucson, 
October 7th. 

 

There is a gap in the NASM record until we find that 
NC7954 was reconverted to a five-place airplane by Gray-
W-Oviatt Airplane Service, Van Nuys, CA as of February 
1934, and the “NC” registration was restored.  NC7954 
was purchased on December 19, 1936 by Laura Ingalls, 
Great Neck, NY.  It had Wasp SC-1 engine S/N 1533 
installed. 

Ingalls flew it for about five years.  On August 11, 1941, it 
was involved in an accident in Albuquerque, NM “due to 
normal wear & tear, right side of landing-gear failed on normal 
landing.  Right wing dragged and all gear failed.  Engine torn 
loose, fuselage broke in two at #4 bulkhead ring”.  Pilot Ingalls 
suffered minor injuries.  The airplane was written off. 

What have we learned?  The airplanes and pilots of the 
Golden Age did workaday things, flavored with special 
events like races, wrecks and recognition.  Nothing 
spectacular here: a passage noted in an old airfield 
Register, and then people and airplanes moved on.  This is 
the way it was on any given day.  But, put these records 
together, as in the Davis-Monthan Airfield Register, and 
you have a significant picture of not only civil, but also of 
military and commercial aviation during the Golden Age.  
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These landings, and thousands more, are contributing to 
that picture at www.dmairfield.org. 
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ANNOTATED 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

THE LIFE & TIMES OF 
ARTHUR C. GOEBEL 

 
 
Besides the book you are holding in your hand, other 
useful references to help understand Art Goebel, his 
airplanes and his times are the following: 
 
BOOKS 
 
 
The definitive reference for early Lockheed aircraft is: 
 

Allen, Richard Sanders.  1988.  Revolution in the 
Sky:  The Lockheeds of Aviation's Golden Age.  
Orion Books.  NY, NY.  253 pp.  ISBN 0-517-
56678-8. 
 
Information about Goebel’s Lockheed Vega 
NX4769 is found on pages 30-31, et seq. 
 
Information about Goebel’s Lockheed Vega 
NR7954 is found on page 210. 

 
The best reference for the Dole Race is: 
 

Forden, Lesley.  1986.  The Glory Gamblers: The 
Story of the Dole Race.  The Nottingham Press, 
Alameda, CA, 194 pp.  ISBN 0-913958-03-04.  
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This slender book examines each of the pilots, 
airplanes and the sponsor James D. Dole. It goes 
into every detail of the preparations and the race 
itself, as well as provides a great last chapter 
entitled, "Whatever Became of the Airplanes, 
and the People...?"  Information about Art 
Goebel, his navigator and their airplane, the 
Travel Air named “Woolaroc” can be found in 
Chapter 6 and elsewhere throughout this book. 
 
 

 
An excellent reference for Hollywood stunt pilots is: 
 

Wynne. Hugh H. 1987. The Motion Picture Stunt 
Pilots and Hollywood's Classic Aviation Movies. 
Pictorial Histories Publishing Co., Missoula, MT. 
184 pp. ISBN 0-933126-85-9.  
 
There are numerous pictures and tales of 
Goebel’s motion picture work in Wynne's book. 
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MAGAZINES 
 
 
Time Magazine, Monday, Aug. 29, 1927, had this to say 
about the Dole Race (how the writer knew the crowd 
was exactly 30,303 is not stated in the article): 
 
"'Say, folks, it's great to be here.' With these words the flight 
for the $25,000 prize offered by James D. Dole, "pineapple 
king," ended at Wheeler Field, Honolulu. Arthur C. Goebel 
stepped out of his plane, the Woolaroc, and waved to 30,003 
assembled under the clear blue Hawaiian sky. The small figure 
of a woman raced up to him, exclaiming: 'God bless you, 
where is Martin?' She was Mrs. Martin Jensen, wife of a pilot 
in the flight. Two hours later Martin Jensen swung his Aloha 
down from Hawaiian sky, jumped out, into the arms of Mrs. 
Martin. He had won the second prize, $10,000…. 
 
"Sifting qualifications, testing ships (three pilots dying in the 
process), bickering a little, postponing the starting time, those 
concerned in the Dole prize flight to Hawaii finally set their 
stage.  
 
"Bennet Griffin, flying the Oklahoma, rose from the ground at 
Oakland, Calif., for the first takeoff, and the race was on. At 
intervals behind him rose John W. Frost flying the Golden 
Eagle; Capt. W. P. Erwin flying the Dallas Spirit; J. Auggy 
Pedlar flying the Miss Doran (carrying with him Miss 
Mildred Doran, school teacher from Flint, Mich.); Goebel; and 
Jensen. Pabco Flyer and El Encanto crashed at the start. Soon 
Erwin returned with an unlucky windhole in his fuselage. 
Soon Griffin returned, his engine failing. Out over the blue 
Pacific flew Goebel, Jensen; Frost, Pedlar; and their 
navigators; and Pedlar's passenger. 
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"The Woolaroc flew smoothly. In the night an oil brush 
slipped under the floor boards, and began a pounding 
vibration; a sound like pistons blowing. Goebel and his pilot, 
W. C. Davis, seized the water bottle and emergency rations 
and began peering below them for a soft spot in the sea. The 
brush vibrated itself into sight. They flew on. They saw land. 
They saw planes coming to meet them. An army flyer circled 
close and held up one finger. They knew they had won.  
 
"The Aloha had trouble. Three times she went into dangerous 
tail spins and three times pilot Jensen, stunt flyer, pulled her 
out. Once, flying low because only close to the sea would their 
compass work, they bumped a wave; and rose above it. Once 
the gas pump went wrong. Having no radio for bearings, three 
hours were wasted shooting the sun. With gas left for a half 
hour's flying they landed after 28 hours and 5 minutes; nearly 
two hours behind Goebel. Of the Miss Doran and the Golden 
Eagle no news. They were last sighted passing the Farallon 
Islands, 30 miles off San Francisco. They struck the water 
somewhere between the Farallons and the Hawaiians, almost 
2,400 miles beyond…. 
 
"Two days later arose from the Oakland Field Capt. W. P. 
Erwin and navigator A.W. Eichwaldt in the Dallas Spirit; the 
wind rent in her fuselage, which had ruined her chances in the 
race, had been repaired. They were flying for Hawaii, on a 
hunt for the Golden Eagle and the Miss Doran. The ship was 
radio equipped. Messages drifted back:  
'Just passing Point Lobos (Golden Gate). Love to Ma.'  
 
'Just saw a rum runner; had a time keeping Ike in.'  
 
"'Tell the gentleman who furnished our lunch it was fine, but 
we can't find the toothpicks.' 'We went into a tail spin—
SOS—delay that. We came out of it but we were sure scared. 
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The lights on the instrument board went out and it was so 
dark that Bill couldn't see the—we are in a spin —SOS....' 
 
"The Dole flight had killed three men (TIME, Aug. 22); one 
woman and six men were missing. Airmen criticized; said 
preparations for the flight had been inefficient; intimated that 
the fatalities could have been prevented. Among the critics: 
Ernest L. Smith, first civilian flyer to hop to Honolulu; Carl 
Wolfley, Vice President of the National Aeronautic 
Association; Floyd Bennett, Flyer Byrd's comrade on the 
North Pole flight; Charles L. Lawrence, inventor of Wright 
Whirlwind airplane engine." 
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NEWSPAPERS 
 
 
Washington Post December 8, 1973 
 
Obituary: Born October 19, 1895; Died December 3, 1973.  
Age 78. 
 
The New York Times Wednesday, August 17, 1927 
 
Six columns of reportage on the events surrounding the 
departure of competitors for the Dole Race.  The article 
tabulates the field of aircraft that made the starting line.  
Of eight starters, only four proceeded across the Pacific, 
and only two of those made it to Hawaii.   
 
Of the two finishers, the Woolaroc was the only airplane 
of the four starters that had two-way radio equipment.  
One other, the Golden Eagle, had receive capability only.  
But radio was only a backup navigation aid at that time, 
even though it had been used a couple of months earlier 
to guide two other pilots across the Pacific. 
 
Earlier that summer, two other pairs of pilots had flown 
the Pacific (a military pair, Maitland & Hegenberger, 
and a civilian pair Smith & Bronte).  The military set up 
radio beacon stations in San Francisco and Hawaii that 
transmitted a closely coupled Morse “A” (dit dah) and a 
Morse “N” (dah dit).  The two earlier flights tested and 
used these signals during their flights.   
 
A simplified explanation of the operation is as follows.  
When an airplane receiver is tuned to the transmitter’s 
frequency and flying straight down the middle of the 
two signals, it heard a blended “T” (dah), which was the 
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sum of the two “dahs” in the “A” and “N” signals.  
Keeping the “T” in the earphones by carefully steering 
the airplane resulted in keeping it “on the beam.”  The 
two earlier flights used the system with good, although 
intermittent, results. 
 
It was clear that the race was not only to the fastest 
aircraft, but also it depended upon the navigator 
understanding his craft well enough to chart his course 
along the Great Circle route.   
 
Fourteen Navy and commercial ships were arrayed 
along the flight line of the Race, reporting visual and 
radio contact with the competitors.   
 
The New York Times Thursday, August 18, 1927 
 

Seven columns of reportage on the events 
surrounding the finish of the Dole Race.  This 
event was a big deal for Hawaii at the time.  This 
front-page article captures the flurry of emotion 
and action at the finish in Honolulu.  Lines like 
“Victor shows no fatigue”, “Jensen Seems 
Exhausted When He Arrives and Wife, Waiting 
At Field, Faints” and “30,000 Cheer The Finish”. 
 
The Times summarizes the atmosphere as 
follows, almost like a travelogue:  
 
“The Pacific’s greatest aerial Derby brought all the 
color and emotion that has made these tropical 
islands famous.  Long before the sun had peeked over 
Diamond Head this morning a stream of humanity 
had found its way to the landing field. 
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“The crowd was noisy, but good-natured.  All races in the 
territory were represented.  Pretty little Japanese women in 
sashed kimonos, Chinese in jackets and pajama pants.  
Polynesians and Koreans, Filipinos and Nordic blondes made 
up the welcoming multitude. 
 
“Parking space had been provided by the army officials for 
8,000 automobiles.  By 8:30 A.M. this space was filled and the 
Territorial Highway was lined with more cars for a distance of 
two miles.  Army estimates of the crowd grew hourly. 
 
“The day was preceded by a hectic night.  Theatres kept open 
to amuse those who could not go to sleep, and to keep them 
informed of progress of the fliers bulletins were announced in 
the theatres.  In the early morning, with a bright moon over 
head, hundreds of motorists drove to the field.  The moon 
above, giant searchlights playing over the island and the 
myriad lights from the cars combined to form a brilliant 
fantasy. 
 
“Enlisted men with fixed bayonets served as guards at the 
field.  The only ‘casualty’ of the day was the injury of three 
soldiers who were run over by an ambulance.  They were taken 
to a hospital, where their injuries were said not to be serious. 
 
“The reviewing stand was early filled with notables, headed by 
Governor Farrington and high army and navy officials.  Many 
scout and patrol planes skirted the field at times, doing stunts 
and watching for the racing planes.  A band played popular 
airs, and while the crowds waited at the field, every agency 
and device that would serve the purpose was used to scour the 
seas and skies for the racers.  Twenty-nine naval vessels were 
stationed at intervals between and around the islands.  
Twenty commercial vessels en route bound for or from the 
mainland were on a constant watch and stood ready to report 
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all news of the ships by radio.  The steamer City of Los 
Angeles reported often on the progress of the Woolaroc. 

 
“The Mutual Telephone Company, the Navy radio, the Army 
Signal Corps, the Radio Corporation of America and the 
Federal Telegraph Company also kept constant vigil.  Army 
and navy planes were on regular patrol.  These, a time or two, 
caused confusion as they were mistaken for the racers.” 

 
The table on the following page is from the Times of 
August 18, 1927.  It summarizes the contacts made with 
“Woolaroc” across the Pacific. 
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Into this milieu of tropical preparation and anticipation, 
the “Woolaroc” landed in the northwest corner of the 
field and taxied to within yards of the reviewing stand.  
People broke through the barrier and surrounded the 
airplane, despite soldiers with fixed bayonets. 
 
The Times captured Goebel’s first words, which reflect 
either his humility or his self-confidence: “Say, folks, it’s  
certainly great to land here.  How many others are in ahead of 
me?”  When asked what he was going to do with his 
winnings, Goebel stated, “By George, I don’t know exactly, 
but I would like nothing better than to purchase a house and 
lot in this city which looks so good to me.” 
 
Goebel was elated.  The Times said he “…danced a couple 
of steps, threw his arms around some of his friends and said he 
could stand such a welcome every day in the year.”  He said, 
“We didn’t have a bit of trouble the entire trip.  Old man 
Davis kept us right on the course and we never faltered.” 
 
Davis, who received a good deal of the credit and 
applause, allowed they had experienced no difficulty, 
but they did overestimate the speed of the plane, which 
arrived two hours later than expected (they still had five 
hours of fuel on board, however).   
 
Neither Goebel nor Davis appeared overly affected by 
the long hop, but both said a good night’s sleep would, 
“certainly be appreciated.” 
 
The “Woolaroc” carried several letters from the 
mainland, one to Mr. Dole.  At the reviewing stand Dole 
said, “They’ve brought me a letter from L.E. Phillips of the 
Phillips Petroleum Company saying he was sending the boys 
over to get that money.” 
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Following a welcome by the Governor, officials drove 
Goebel and Davis to Honolulu, 25 miles away.  Some 
thousands of people left, too, but enough were on hand 
two hours later to greet Jensen and Schluter with the 
same kind of enthusiasm they showed Goebel and 
Davis. 
 
Mrs. Jensen collapsed when she recognized her 
husband’s airplane.  When he landed, she broke away 
from army officers and rushed to him with tears, hugs 
and kisses.  What a grand arrival! 
 
Jensen was worse for wear, looking haggard as he rose 
from his seat and then fell back into it.  Schluter was 
fresh and did not appear tired.  “We were four hours late, 
but we are here,” Jensen said.  “We got lost but after four 
hours’ wandering we soon found ourselves and lit out like a 
blue streak for Wheeler Field.” 
 
The Times states, “Jensen, Schluter and Mrs. Jensen were 
taken from the reviewing stand to an automobile and rushed 
into Honolulu over roads that were densely packed with 
thousands of automobiles carrying spectators who had seen the 
earlier arrival of Goebel.” 
 
While the Times expressed concern for the other aviators 
and their aircraft, they couldn’t have known on the 18th 
that only Goebel, Davis, Jensen and Schluter would 
reach Hawaii. 
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WEBSITES & OTHER RESOURCES 
 
 
Websites:  
 
http://www.dmairfield.org/ 
 

This website is all about the pilots and airplanes 
of the Davis-Monthan Airfield as recorded in the 
Airfield Register between 1925 and 1936.  The 
website is the motivating force behind the 
Oldairfield.com™ 21st Century Edition Books 
at www.oldairfield.com.   
 
Goebel’s biography, as well as numerous images 
of him and his airplanes can be seen on 
www.dmairfield.org.  As well, there is a rich 
environment of hyperlinks to other pilots and 
aircraft of the Davis-Monthan Register and 
beyond. 
 
At dmairfield.org you will find out that Arthur 
C. Goebel landed at Tucson five times between 
1928 and 1931. Among his many achievements, 
he holds the distinction of being the only pilot to 
suggest obscenity in the Airfield Register. On 
February 13, 1931 he wrote in the Remarks 
column , "!?*!!?XX weather"! We have to forgive 
him, though, because it was February and he 
was traveling westbound from El Paso to Los 
Angeles, probably into the teeth of prevailing 
winter winds. 

 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dole_Air_Race 
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Presents the standard wiki of the Dole Race and 
its airplanes and competitors.  Various links to 
additional information, some of which work and 
some which do not. 

 
 
Other Resources: 
 
National Air & Space Museum Archives 
 

Biographical dossier for Arthur C. Goebel:  
CG-345000-01, 20, et seq.  Washington, DC. 
 

Contemporary News Analysis of the Dole Race.  The 
next six pages are copies of a report from Goebel’s 
dossier.  It’s typical of the quality of the source material I 
work with when researching the history of pilots and 
airplanes of the Davis-Monthan Register.  The author, 
Stephen A. Beers, selected views from four 
contemporary (1927) aviation publications and 
synthesized this report.  For easier reading you can 
download a PDF copy of this report from Goebel’s 
biography page on www.dmairfield.org. 
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ABOUT THIS BOOK 
 
Oldairfield.com Books is more than proud to introduce 
this augmented, 21st Century Edition of “Art Goebel’s 
Own Story” by Art Goebel.  This book is an example of 
“on-demand publishing”.  When you ordered it, it was 
printed and shipped to you as a one-time, special order.  
Multiple copies may be ordered just as easily by you and 
yours through WWW.OLDAIRFIELD.COM.  Perhaps 
you know a modoc* or godunk** who would enjoy their 
own copy?  What a great gift! 
 
The cover design is based on the cover of the original 1929 
edition of “Art Goebel’s Own Story”.  The smudges and 
fades from nearly 80 years of use and storage have been 
preserved.  Adobe and Microsoft products were used 
during the design, implementation, conversion and 
internet transmission of this book.  No  promotional fees or 
services were received. 
 
The cover, texts and photographs are faithfully 
reproduced from the layout and font designs of the 
original book.  None of Goebel’s words were changed.  It 
is simply a true story from the Golden Age.  Any errors 
are the fault of the editor. 
------ 
*modoc: (mo´dok) n. [U.S. slang, now rare] (origin 
unknown, also modock) a person or pilot who talks boastfully 
about flying, but rarely flies.
 
**godunk: (go´dungk) n. a person who solicits free airplane 
trips or rides.  An aerial hitch hiker.  
 



 58

For comments, questions or feedback regarding the 
content or layout of this book you may contact the editor 
through his websites:  
 

WWW.DMAIRFIELD.ORG 
and 

WWW.OLDAIRFIELD.COM. 
 
Please use the “Contact Us” option.  All questions will be 
answered; spam will be discarded without note.  Please, 
no spam. 
 
For comments, questions or feedback regarding the 
physical variables of this book (binding, printing, 
shipping, etc.) please contact the fulfillment supplier at the 
customer service web address provided on your packing 
sheet and invoice. 
 

Texts, cover design and e-book formats 
Copyright 2007 by Oldairfield, LLC 

All rights reserved 
 

“Art Goebel’s Own Story” by Art Goebel,  
published originally in 1929 by The Art Goebel School of 

Flying, is in the public domain. 
 

modoc Wear™, godunk Gear™ & oldairfield.com™ 
are registered trademarks of Oldairfield, LLC 
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EDITOR & WEBMASTER’S 
BIOGRAPHY 

 

 

G.W. Hyatt is an instrument-rated commercial pilot, A&P 
and pilot/mechanic for a cherry Mooney M20C.  He earned 
his Airframe & Powerplant certificates in 1996.  Attending 
night classes while working full-time, he graduated summa 
cum laude with an associate degree in engineering sciences, 
with a specialization in aviation maintenance.  He has a 
hangar and workshop in Southwest Florida.  He pampers 
his Mooney and flies for pleasure.  A lot of his flying is on 
behalf of research for the people, places, airplanes and 
events addressed at WWW.DMAIRFIELD.ORG. 

He retired in 1996 from a major consumer products 
company, where he held positions in management 
systems, product development, environmental affairs and 
pharmaceuticals.  He earned numerous awards for 
innovation, teamwork and scientific publication.  Before 
that he was professor of biological sciences at a mid-west 
university. 
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Today, he performs research and writing to source his 
website about Golden Age aviation history 
(www.dmairfield.org).  He operates Oldairfield, LLC and 
manages the e-commerce business known as 
Oldairfield.com™ at www.oldairfield.com.  Learn more 
on the websites. 
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