I Learned About

FLYING
From That]-No.12

by GEORGE ARMISTEAD

This prominent pilot entered a race and spent
most of those hours learning things. This is
the story of a jinx airplane and a good flyer.

waed, souped-up Gee Bee that held

9% mefal hories imder b8 eowlmg
and bowsted a 14-10-1 supercharger,

It was a lesson that dacned near cos
mee iy fife, And it was a totoring Ses-
siom af 1% feet i a thundersiarin
over Arizona  with everything going
WIOnE. Mext day the newspapers
summed it up pretty succinctly with this
little paragraph: "George Armistead was
forced out of the Bendix Hace at Wins-
low, Ariz., becanse of engine frouble”
That's a IS-word laagh!

[ had emgine trouble, all right, bug 1
had a deuce of a ot more things wrong
Tn September, 1938, 1 had entered the
annmuzl Bendix cross-coantry dechy with
a plane built maore than fowr years
earlier==for Jacgue'ine Cochram's Lon-
fdan-Mefbowrme atbempt . n 19H. Charley
Babb, my boss and America’s largest
used aircraft dealer, owned this "hoodoo
ship"” that had pever finished a major
flight.

Even the (ree Bee type spelled Jinx
[see Porian AVIATION, December, 1939,
Cecil Allen, Eussell Boardman and Low-
ell Bayles had been lalled Bying ‘em in
competitbon, Probably Maj Jimmy Doo-
littfe had the best experiemce with Ceee
Bees, for he clipped @ new record of

I LEARNEL abont fymmg framn a bliidil-

252068 m.p.h. in one in the 1932 “Thomp-
son Irophy dash.

Mine wasz a shpghtly modifed “[} E
Lk —which means “it has been proven™—
wirsion of the Cree Bee Slhghtly léss
clipwinged, it aws more mameuverable
But mot very.

Before the big race, for which I'd
been preparing as a pilot since 1 patched
up a smashed Jenny in 1926, 1 shook miy
ship down on a cross-conntry hop that
emnded in @ Texas soil erozion project
near Amarillo, That should have warned
me, The Gee Bee with its 973 B Horned
was plain dymamite. Under DI0HNF feet §
had fo hold “er in. 1f [ gunned the plane,
the 14-1 sapercharger would whip the
engine imto g milllon pieces. MNatwrally,
I didnt. Twelve years of flying had
given me a healthy respect for my equip=
et

I'll mever forget the dismal before-
dawn September morning when my tarn
came 'round to ke off from Unson Adr
Terminal, Burbank, for Cleveland. Bost
of the gang had already headed east
their ships. There were Liockheeds, spe-
cial racers and Beecherafiz And, brotber,
it was mf black as the inside of a de-
serted  mineshaft! 1 trundled the Gee
Bee to the siarting Lme amd waited.
They'd cramméd me nto the cockpit

Thai fa Fha Gad Bas QED, fawn by tha awthor. |8 wat knawn a1 & jine sirplans,

Gacrge Armidasd

and all aroond me were dials, radis ap-
paratus and equipment for my oxygen
mask. Suddenly, a3 I peered sideways
put of the glags-covered hateh, [ real-
ized: “Armistead, you can't see the
Bseanndary lights for this ake-odl 1

Mor eould 1. The Geg Bees bulging
I’lﬂnkb competely shut off iy [oeward
vision. And just as Starter Larey Ther-
kelsen's fashlght swung down mo the
Go signal, | koew #t'd be a dead-blind
deparinre,

Despite my 4 gallons of gascline—
cosugh o get me fo Wichita, baot
cually enough o overload the plane at
R000 pownds==I managed to crawl over
the fence st the end of the runway and
ciart booming foward Cleveland. By the
time I pot into the skies I was scared
ms hell, Bat 1 olimbed oot throogh San
Crorgonie Pass, pulling up to 14,008 teet,
and bepan wsing opygen. | Tral lietiecd
tooward the Colorado Hiver with the &r-
speed showing doggoned near 300 m.p.bs,
and the old sapercharger sending the
Harmer into a whirling dervish dance,

Owver Kingman it started happening.
In a routine scanning of my instrument
pamel, [ soddenly noticed that the ail-
pressure needbe had deopped alasmingly,
And the oil-temperature indicator seemed
stuck apainst the boaing pEoanl peg.
Brother, that was no fun! 1 figured a
beearing had blown. Bor I was damnped
if I'd give up yet. That Bendix dough
looked awfully gpood—and I thouglht
maybe I could nurse the Gee Bee into
Cleveland.

Becawse [ didn’t want to get siranded
without an engine above the cloads, |
tried to keep onder the cenlimg. That was
considerably easier said than done. As
tast as I'd drop down, 2o would the cell-
ing itself. I comld see 1 was in for it

And the weathesr] Like something
ovir the Baltic Sea. it gave me the whole
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tracted gears. Some high-powered fly
ing boats retract their wing tip floats.
There is a trend a1 present 1o retract the
whale flotation HEArs ol @ bydroplane
or of a flying boat as illustrated in Sec-
tiom 13

The retractable landing gear design
offers & very active feld for specializa-
tionm; it offers many problems o be
solved that imvolves gimplicity, weighe
aml best aerodynamic performances,
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works, First it would radn. Then it
sleeted, Then it just plain ced-up. My
first ecare, occaskoned by the take-ndf,
had pretty well worn off. S0 I said
“What the hell!" znd gave “er  fhe
gun. Up wenmt the altimeter needle do
19,0 feet, with the Hormer haollering
bloody murder. Finally, I foond myseli
between two clowd Ayers and right
smackdab im the mockiest part of the
nasty weather. lee foremed i the car-
buretor and the heater didn's even fare
thie stwl® At the risk of semding a evlin-
der Bead winglinging off into the ||i|.l_||.l
like a vocketr 1 was I-'.ll.:|.||:| foreed do
Blow the gpise ot |.l:r backhiring oy
motor, Lackily, it worked,

All this time I was riding TWA's
radlic beam from Albuguergue to fAma-
rille Then, so help me, the knob of my
wireless receiver fell off and 1 s up
the creek withowt a paddie. It was at
thiz nohappy moanent Ehat [ thodghe
abont bailing out, My earher recollec-
tions, bowever, told me that what @eed
ta be a mice, soft dostbowl |'-rl:|lﬁ3.|.‘a13. hasd
been furrowed iato samethang qaite fin-
podsihle to land on Th =y inlarmed e,
J'F-:ll that the alvlvsde of elee groumsd down
there was plenty high, Here 1 was, 200
poanids of Arnsistead, with n dinky little
2d-foot parachute,  As T dil once be
fore—when my engine had conked=I
ehoee 1o Fide ‘er in, Somehow or other
I got inte Winslow in one piece.

The Gee Bee? Francisco Sarabia,
presilent of a mative Mexican arrline
tlear Mies prachcklly anywhere you wint
fo go down there, hoaght it And mavhe
it the lock of the Latine—but Sarabia
happed fram Los Anpeles 1o Mexdeo
City in the jalopy in six lwors and 20
wimnnies. Thai's the firgt time the darned
machine had ever finished a Aight. . . -
Then, not long ago, the jinx canght ap
with Sarabiz. He was drewned when her
engime quit on a take-off from a Wash-
ington, ID. C., afrport and dropped him
into the Potomae Fiver.

Sew what [ mean by a lessonf Twenty
minates more of ving with that Gee Bee
aver Arizona and it wenbd have been me
instead of poor Sarabia. There are times
when vou  have to gay: “Twve had
enanghl® It's tough, bar 6t muost be
done. You wouldn't drive vour subome-
bile wiith & busted ol line. So wom eer-
tainly thoaldn®t try it with sn airplane
that's afll that intervene: Between you
&l a -I-I:l:l l'll.:l_ll ||i|.'|_' i|:||_| Hllu‘hl_‘r\{_
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PRIVATE PILOE"S HANDBOOK

Chambliss and McDonald
Navigation Civil Air Regulations Meteorclogy

A plain langusge textbook especially for
those preparing for the CA M Private Pilot
examinations. Graphically illustrated, |
It containg 156 typical test questions.

$2.50

On sale at book stores and airports

Distributed by AIR ASSOCIATES, INC., Garden City, M. Y.
AEROTEXT PUEBLISHING COMPANY

140 W. 4%nd Si., New York, M, 7,

COME TO LUSCOMBE

AND PREPARE FOR A
RESPONSIBLE POSITION

in AVIATION

Avall yoursald of oha of 1hi BAEY opas-
imga For l-hlﬁ-j'h-:uln in .Ih.':l‘.!'t IInI.n:l.ll.
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Lnscombs Eazx tralnsd and placed huon-
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malntazinca s=d Tegalr, (i thls sahogl which
im memocinted with ths Lumscoanbe Alrplans
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SCHOOL OF AERONAUTICS

GIVERION OF LUSCOMBE AIBPLARE CORP. WEET TREMTOR. W. I,

Over 90%, of our Graduates Placed
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