Anthony H. G. Fokker

Tt Fakker Th17 was ihe snwianding sveemy
a pursuly skip shauld have

Mly the most significant phases

in the life of Anthony Herman
Gerard Fokker, the Flying Dutchman
from Hollamd.

Quoting Fokker himself: “First, |
offered my ship to England, [ waes
turned down. Then te KHuossia aml
Itnly did I go, yes, ond oven my own
Holland, but wn= agnin disappainted.
I was & nematral, 1 should have pre-
ferred the Allisa to have my ship, Bat
they said *Mo® to me, =0 l went o
Germany. It was

Tony Fokkor said these wn:ujn to thie
veporter, The second phase ean be
shown by a paragraph eulled from one
of the inexhanstible stories of world
wrr merinl combnt:

o s the RF.C. pilot looked over his
sholder aa hin ship trembled under o
vain of bullets. There, roaring down
it of the miew, fire-red woses spoicting
fame, rode theee Fokkers. Mn amother
weimitn, ., "

Thess words briefly deseribe a deama
that wae enaected on eovuntleas eceasions
on whatever front Fokker planes were
uzed during the war. Pease came amd
with it such newspaper reporis ns:

"Charlés Kengefrd-Emith and asan-
cimfea emborked on the firnt leg of dheir
vound-the-world journey today, Flying
n piant Fokber pomsred il threee
miofors, the party ecpeste fo, . . "

Auspicious? Yes. But life really
began for Teny Fokker when he was
thrown aut of scheal as a duncel

Born in the jungle village of Kedirs,
Dutch-owned Java, on April 6, 1880,
Teny Fokker was living the life of a
barefooted little Tarzan of the forest
primeval when other hoys were lemrn-

their ABC's. He never had o pair
shoes on his feet until hiz father
returned to Holland, Tony wos then 6.

Whoever “invented”™ readin’, writin'

and spellin’ must have seomed o fond

TI—IRI‘!E‘ paragraphs sxpress viv-

m;ummwummnﬂmu
during thal pmerisl.

to young Fokker, Multiplieation tables,
when he finally gol around to them in
the neat Little red schoolhouse in Haar-
lem, were about the only part of the
curricafum that mode any sense to him.
He was early an adept in arithmetic
and later, in mathematics. He oould
always remember figures and work with
thimi=<nz long ns they wers on paper.
It §s that way #ven wet. He ecan do
mast anything with them that way but
he eant even remember telephone
numbers,

He bocnme so alnrmingly unproficient
in the thres R'zs that an exasporated
teacher, after marking him aa the claas-
room duance, finally fired him.

His education, curiougly enough, was
finighed with the highest marks given
put., The amazement of his learned but
pomew kat obtuse Instrustors came to an
end whem Tony, on graduntion, ex-
plained that he had bered o hole in his
desk, inperted dises coptaiming all the
dexired information and passed his px-
ams with Bying eolors] It was too late
to do anything about it. Toeny had his
education—even if most of it were on
[ULPET.

It wns the first manifestation of his
inventive genius that broaght him ta
fame amd fortane,

Wilbur Wright came tn France and
made a S1l-minate flight. The svent
ustonished Europe. Tony MRt s thi
flight hot ke heard about it What a
man, he thonght.: And what a field in
which to work. Aviation wouwld be his
stomping groand. He had never s&&n
a flying machine in the nir bokt he set
out to bulld ene. He reasoped that the
Wrights hnd heen similarly  handi-
capped, but they ware flying. For the
firet time in hizs life he tock to serious
study—of machines and winds and
physics==things he coald onderstand—
if e couldd peduce them to mathematical
expresglone on papsr.
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He bailt an nirplone and it flew. It
wasn't & very good machine, technicnlly
speaking, But it did do the thing it
was bailt for, hence it was & succuBR

Hiz skeptieal [uteh neighbers gath-
ered with shaking heads to walch the
Hernzy Fokker™ fiy hiz “bicycle egp-
erate."  As in countless eases through
n.ge'lgaa tima, the seaffers remnined to
chesr,

In those early days, Teny had two
memarable accidents that prefuded his
mole as a darling of Fame. On one
cecagion  his  lombering  eraft  was
shivered By the cxplosion of its gas
tank. He had to think fazt—he sould
do it when he had to—to get omt of
that predicament. But he did. Another
time while sailing over Johannisthal
girport nt Berlin, in 1811, n wing
buckled and Tony nnd his possenger
were injured, the latter fatally. Mem-
ory of that played the determining role
in n drame in which ke bocame ine
volved that might have blasted his
CADBEE,

Tony Fokker knaw, when Germany
invaded Belglum and when England
declared war on Germany; that the time
had come when nirplanes would be pot
to the neid test. Tt would be his time,
too, he belleved,  All the theorles of the
military nnd ecommereinl valoe of air-
planes; nll the fanciful conceptions of
the role of aeronputics in civilizakion
were about to get their baptism of fire
—and blood.

Wild with enthusinsm, Tony went to
England. Atisiere war lords at the war
office listemed palitely to his story and
gravely furned him down, Somewhat
chastened, Tony wont to Russia, them
to Italy and finally to his native kand,
A less  determingd Dotchman  weuld
have givem up in despair and disgest.
Fokker, Instend, reslved to try Ger-
many, Shrewd military visionaries in
that country gave him the chance he
ne

Established in his tiny factory at
Schwerin, in Mecklenburg, 250 miles
from Berlin near the Baltic sen, Fokkor
began making his contribotion to Ger-
man mrms. His planes were rogarded
ns exceptionally airworthy and manes-
verable. They were durable and fast.
The young inventor began to acguire a
reputation,

Then enme o series of dendly Blows
nimed nf the Imperial Aying corps.

An  anidentifisd Frenchman was
stalking Lhrough the skies spreading
death and  destroction ameng any



the Flying - Dutchman

AKE heort, you imvendors, desdgriens
Tﬂfd buitders of home mwds nrmfh
The rond is recky aod ihe
marey hours away. Hui m}ir E-:r ihe
J::E)' of the world"s besd koo desigmer

bnilder of plones. Be encoureped

afier reading of che i ies rhar he-
wed hin path and uuﬁmhiu-u diibpars-
mnad maony @ brove souf,  Sendy this

repiew of the career af dhe invemtor of

the fomed Fokker airorali.

graups of German planes he chanoesd to
meet, In thase deys, plones were used
chinfly for espionege over the German
lines, Scowting and wrtillery control
roanded off the list of funetions of the
pir corps.  When twa planes met Lhey
were swung wildly at each other while
the pilots engaged themeelves in blazing
naway at ench other with shotguns fillsd
with bolts and scrap irom.  Very few
planes were lost in thia clamsy foshion,

The stalking French tervor of the
skies, howewver, not only shot down his
vickims with a machine gun, but fleed
threugh his propeller blade as it
whipped the air!

Tho Imperinl Staff was ineredplons,
then angry, then frantie. The French-
man musl be captured, Ho waz, Bug
only becauss he was forced down In a
fog ene day back of the German lies
Germun infanirymen ssiged him bafors
he could bam his plape;. The ssered
would be n secret no longer.  The piled
proved to be Relnnd Gorros who had
harnetormed the United Stotes in 1011
with the Molsant troupe of fyers

Krnowing his inventive genius, Berlin
militnry graybeards summoned Fokker
to army headquartters. Here was the
contrivance, they told him. What did
he make of 187 Fokker asked for time
and the upse of the coptured gun. He
ruched home with it and in 48 hoors
retarned with a new dovies that was
perfection itself, mechanieally,

Like many strokes of geniae it was
simple. Fokker arranged hiz prop so
that in revolving, a knoh on one of the

i

Antbany H. G Polker (M) b aplalaked an salslemdisg palat b (e deabpm of & bate Fakker
tramigori.

blades hooked up by & rod and knee
lewer to the Erigger of the pun dis-
charged the gun after the blade wos
past the buliet's path.  Simple?
Fokker says the solution came to him
in & finsh—In & split seond,

Forgetting sleep and every other con-
gideration except the revoluthnary
triumph he had achieved, Fokker tire-
lessly hitched a plane on the back of
his automobile—with a machine Fun
mented and synchronized on its nose—
and borned wp the ronds between
Schwerin and Berlin, He arrived ex-
cited amd enthuzinstie st Jehannisthal
airport and summened memberz of the
genernl stoff for the tesis.

He took his ship inte the air, dove on
thia groand targets, shot holes through
pomg and obliterated others, then came
down for the verdiet. The stafl officers
informed him that it was all very well
done but there must be gome trlek to it
The only practicnl teat, they atated, was
to shoot down an enemy. If Hare
Fokker would do that, the invention

The Fakker tel-matic lell a profoand efee ﬂ neanapart plane deslgn. 10 i @60 geed sntenadvely
ureue,

might be approved and used in quanti-
Lieg,

Folker was staggered. What more
proof did these military dunderhesds
pequira than that just provided? Angry
beyond words, Fokker snid he'd show
them. Cold snd soapiclous, the officers
tald him o go ahead and provided him
with o uniferm and identifeation card
bezt he be capiured and summarily shot
as a newtrol civilinn not minding his
own busimess. The card read:—

"Lt. A. H. G Fokker
Born April &, 1807
Then the inventor started on bhis man
hunt. He had not far to po before he
apied & bwo-seater French observation
plane peacefully eruising over Gérman
territory. Fokker, in the sun; banked
hiz plane and let forward his control
stick for the downward plunge. Tt
wauld ba all too easy,

Then into the mind of Tony Fokker
there Bazhed & pictuce of that bittsr
day when he had carried a helpleas
passenper to his death. After all, what
right had be, & neatral, to shoot down
to their deaths two maore helpless men?
If those donee militnry experts required
thiz much proof e, Tony Fokker, woald
chuck the whole businesa amd they
sould invent a aynchronizer themeelves,

He l«ft the Frenchmen unsuspecting
and aomolested., At Johannisthal he
teld the militaristz in no  encertain
terms that under the prescribed condi-
tiome ke was througl. The ultimatom
wag countered with &n arder forbidding
him to leave the eountry although a
concession  would be made.  Licut.
COgwald von Boeleke, erack pilot, wouald
take Fokker's plane over the lines for
the desired test. If soesessful, Fokher
wald be given the sontracts.

Von Booleks put it over, The little
factory at Schwerin became a bechive
of activity, It was enlarged to incliude
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an old military prison, new machinery
was installesd and more men came B
wiork to torn out the mimele machinés
of military aviation. From = pay roll
af 160, the number jamped to DG,

It is oo exaggeratbon to abate that
Fokker personally revolotionized air
fighting. He introdueed the persomal
elament imto aerin] combat,  Garros®
machine gun waz & crude menns to a
deadly end. Fokker's Invention made
the Jethal process mechanbeally porfoct.

With his device the fAying
corpe Teduaced ite enemies to abject
helplesaness in the alr. Mo French
meching conld withstand the assanlt of
& Fokker plane with a nose spouting
lead amd flame. The skies were dom-
inated by the Black Cross of Germany.
The cirealar tricolor of France was
blasted from the heavens and the Ger-
mans spied at leisure and at will om
apamEy troop movements with their sup-
porting ale forces atterly defencelean,

Thess statemsnts are not overesti-
mites, Thera are official records
aplenty to show the horrible lessos sus-
talned by the French air service during
the year 1916, Probnbly Fokker would
never have consblersd leaving Germany
had he mot been suddenly ordered to
stop mamifacturing his own planes and
start in on Albatrosses.

Onece more ho wns amaszed at the
crass actions of hia Berlin superiors
In view of his recent ::Llnmph with ﬂ
synchronized  guns, e matier
manded an explanation, About to ask
it, ke wns further confoundesd by n
mikitary order ereating him a German
citizen and forbidding him to discon-
tinue the manafseturs of airplanes un-
less he preferred being sent to the front
lines a3 = common soldier.

The illegal citizenship crder dido't
worry Fokker so much as the insult to
his crentive genias and his celobrated
planes, He peeordingly raced to the
front line airdromes whers he had many
friends and asked them to “lobby™ in
Berlin for an army order glving pllots
the right to chooss their ewn shipe
Since mosk flyers preferred Fokker
planes, it was m foregone conclusion
that Fokker would win,

Tha war offtes ordered s contest to
be held to determine the besi battle
plane. Fokker éntered an entirely mew
mode]l, won the contest hands down, wns
re=gwarded his contracts and saw his
commersial Tivals ordered to make
Folikoer planes., And that was the birth
of the famed Fokker D-VIL

The inventor eventually learned the
triue reasan far the deastie steps taken
te keep him in Germany. Georman spies
in England learned that tha British
Eovernment, anxions to obtaln the serv-
beez of the man whose plane was offi-
clally eredited with fifty percent. of
Allbed aerial casualties, was aboub to
appronch him secretly with an offer of
2,000,000 pounds (about $8,600,000) to
make planss for the side that spurned
him. Fokker never received this offer.
Baoi the German povernment knew ft

(Concludad on page B4

This “Fleet” Is the Macons Elevator and Tender
by D. F. MacLACHLAN

Wha'd know this Hitls 2-plece M“—l.lq'llﬂﬂ“‘ E_Iilnlnhh.l'll'l the ¥aconT This li & new

lidém efipliged by

ELDOM zeen on the ground exeept

at Moffat Fleld, Sunnyvals, Calif,
aml therefore seldem photographed be-
causze of the ban en pictures ot the
lighter-than-air bose, this little Flect
biplane serves ns a ferry from the
groand to the dirigible Macon while ahe
k= in fight.

It uwsed to drop and plek up passen-
gers and emall supplies. The hook for
contacting the bhig Macon is ploinly
shown over the top wing, and hooking
on is now pecomplished with case st
any time and under most conditioms,
Thie ealla for good climbing ability
and lew landing speed.

The First American Seaplane With Airbrakes

HE first seaplane manufactured in

the United States eqoipped with
wing trallimg edps flaps, commonly
known a8 “airbrakes”, ia now wnder-
g'n-:mg finnl Aight I:-Iruh before delivery

to the Semdtn Afrlines of Colombin,
Sooth Amerien, where it will iy on
regular schedule over the Magdalena
River, earrying passengers, mail and
EXpress.

This unusually clean transport air-
plane is & product of the General Avia-
tion Marufacturing Corporation, Dan-
dalk, Morylond, which is a subsidiary

of HNorth American Avintion, Inec,
nffilinted with the Gemernl Motors Cor-
poration,

It iz equipped with a Pratt & Whit-
ney engine of 700 bh.p. which drives an
all-metal eontrollable pitch propeller.
It has o twin fleak arrangement with
specially desigmed bracing to  meet
aprrnting conditions of the Sendta Adr-
lines, and has & maximum speed of
gver 165 m.ph. It lands at approxi-
mately 60 m.ph. with the airbrakes, or
flaps, in extended position,

the first s b squipped with sirbreks,



Tony Fokker
{Continned from page 8)

was o be made and ook firm steps.

The story of the birth of the D-VII is
an Important chapter in aviation his-
tory, since it proved to be the most ter-
rifying Juggernaut harled through the
gkies nt am alrendy sorely harasad
enemy,

Fokker took this model to Johannis-
thal for the contest. Taking it upstaira
on & trial flight he was amazed 1o find
the plane s “netarsl™ in the =pin. 3o
“natural”, in fact, that A pilot from the
front unused to its contrals would most
surely censh to his death an hiz first
flight.

The night before the contest, Fokker
moved into hizs hangar with several
trasted werkmen, They cut the fuselage
in balves with a blow torch, welded in
additional rigging making 1t longer
from wing to tail, and then soversd
over their work with skillfully sewed
cafwad, Thus, the DVIL, perfect from
an engineering standpolnt, won  the
contest and took its place as master of
the =kies,

It was not long after this—sometime
in 1918—that Tony invented amd per-
fected] the mow fomoos triplane that
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boee his name. 1t was commonky cnlbed
tha “tripe™ by nll fiyers on the Wagkarn
front. Mot long after ite appearance it
was kmown far and wide as the arch
terror of single and dog-fght combat.
In the space of 8 single year Tony
Fokker wrote & blazing new history in
aerinl warfare with his D-VII and hi=
“tripe,”

Then the war ended. Sailors ab Kisl
mutimied. Soldiers at the front line
turned (o march on Berlin, The Reds
shouted from soap boxes and the Heich-
stng was in upheaval. The revolution
wis on! Franz Ehert, a saddlemaker,
wae made president. Imperial Germany
became a repoblic and the Kaiser fled,

Bands of revolutionists held Schwerin
in n vise-=like grip. A delegation enlled
an Tomy Fokker at his factory. Would
he ransem himeself? Yes, Tony said, he
mast eertainly would. What value his
millions of marks if he were a dead
man? Moat certainly ke would ransom
him=elf, Give him a few hours, be said.

That waa all he meeded. He slipped
threugh their cordens and went into
hiding until it all blew ever. The revo-
lothom did blow ewer, bul war hates did
ol The Treaty of Versailles de-
manded the destroction of most of
Germany's war equipment. It specific-
ally ordered all Fokker planes and
machinery destroyed,

It was abt this time that what will
probobly go down in history ns ene of
the world's most daring and brasen
smuggling plota was executed. Tony
didn’t intend to lese either his plares or
hizs machinery. The only answer was
to try to smuggle what he could inte a
nenteal eountry.  What better ane than
his own T

Organizing & gang of irustworthy
henchmen be began operations. From
one: end of the railway to the other—
Erhwerin to Holland —goards, teosk-
men, brokemen, firemen, engineers, cus-
toms mgents and signal men wore
shamelessly hribed. Then, one dark
night, six bng freight tralns stenmed
slowly owt of Schwerin loaded te the
reds with abrplapes, engines and ma-
chinery. Thers were 25 planes and
400 motors an those six sections)

And they all got through!

Meanwhile, Tony put all hiz cash
into bags and made for the border. He
carried only immediate travel needs on
his perscm, His agents wers trans-
ferring his fortane. One, & eook from
a certnin foreign embassy, carried a
dilapidated satche]l containing 400,000
in hills over the line and deliversd it
safely to its owner.

In Holland Teny built o new labora-
tory amd sent his steady stream of idens
to his adjeining factory to be tried out
and perfecked. In 1925 he broeught to
America n trimotor meonoplane. The
industry wnz asstonished bot it was
quick to see that Fokker had a great
iden. Mesnwhile, a sturt flight pat him
OVEE,

Cemam, B, E, Byrd was locking for o
suftable plane, He approached Fokker,
Fokker said no. He had only this ene

July, 1934

trimotor for exhibition in this country

and had no desire to sell. Byrd uhl:l
him at whot price, all things considered,
ke wonld part with his ship. Fokker
said #0000, Jacking up the price. Ta
his siurprise the check was wrltten im-
medintely. Fokker denies that he in-
teneded to sell 3t, which is not anlikely
zince it was the only one of its kind.
But then Tony Fokker iz nobody's fool.

Fokker's single-engined monoplanes
had alrendy made a name for them-
selves, The name Fokker first became
apsociated in & big way with American
wvistion when the United States Army
mir corps placed an order with the
Hallapder, Lients Oakley G. Kelly and
John A. Macready of MeCook Field flew
a Faokker monoplane powersd with =
single 400 hp, mobar on the fiest nen-
stop transcontinental kop. That waz in
May, 1923,

Epveral other of the famous Dutek in-
ventor's planes were the “Jasephine
Ford” (BEyrd to the Morth Pale); the
“Amarien™ (Byrd neross the Atlantie)
and the “Soothern Croes' (Kingsford-
Smith around the world),

The inventor =ays he made aboub
A0.0060 000 marks during the war, He
has already flled contracts with the
. 5. Army air eorps totalling 270,000,
He =ays he lost most of the German
rewards and spikes the story that he
flew hiz millions eat of the country. He
was entirely too closely guarded to get
awny with that, he says

Tony Fokker, citizen of the waorld,
gtill purswes his experiments in what-
ever laboratories are at his dispesal—
in cass he has just sold ane of his eom-
panie= to some high bidder. He does
plenty of fiving but it hae lost ita zip
for him, be says, Test-piloting his own
ships is a duty in hiz opinion, and he
mever shirks it

Bome of hiz personal traits are the
result of long yeats spent within the
restricted confines of his lnborntories.

Baut, there is one marked characteris-
tie passessed by Tony Fokloer that mone
can deny. He iz a demon for publicity
amd mttnine publicity and the limelight
an easlly and zimply as May West.
Anything that Fokker does iz front
page Bews. It was this way during the
war and hag been ever zinee, He
doesn't court publicity—it comes to him
without effort. Just as an example,
few of us know whe designed the Spad,
the Wisuport or the Camel, but all of us
know the genial designor of the D-VIII

He despises wallking, but is very fond
of swimming and yachtlng. He uvsnally
mannges to live in a loeality where it is
eonvenient to Eﬂ:in‘tﬂl.'nﬂi- hoat. HI;
plnys no card games and can't stan
tabaccs although the habit in others
doesn™t distarh him. He wses oo liquor
and ean go seversl days without sleep.
He is portial to sugar mized in water
which ke finds very stimulating. And
he simply can't remwmber fgures—even
talephone num

He speaks Dutch, Fremch, German
and English and has taken cut his firet
citizenship papers in this country,

END,
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