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Frank Hawks—the Record Breaker

An intimate biographical sketeh of the man who by his
spectacular record Hights, has made his name & household
word throughout the country.

by WALTER RALEIGH

fiy fast.

*1 eortainly don™ enjoy mon-
keyehines in the air. I think fighis
over cesanl in land planes are as fool-
izsh ae & transcontinental fght ower the
Roekine mmd plafre and Alloghonbes
would be in a fying bont.

“What T like is fast cross-country
fiying.”

That's the opinion of Frank Monros
Hawks who in the last year has made
glx transcomilnental records amd whe
hns crpased the 2500 miles of country
faster than aoy other homan im the
world's hiztory.

WhaLs the uae,” he aaya, “of lealing
along at one homdred miles an hoor?
That's tHresome. It ia worss thon thot
It is silly and foolish. Avistion to be
worth anything musd bs fast. Yoa
can't sew the earth go by at one hon-
dred miles an hoor. I want to see the
country slip past.”

While Hawha ia the spend burner of
the ozone, he §5 also an avintor with
plenty of experience in other kinda of
fiying. As with many famous and less
well known characters he learned to
manipilate a plans by learning the ma-
chipe end,

Af a bey of eighteen ke hong about
the bsttersd old wreck thot o pionser

“Dﬂ I like to BT Sure, if I can

Here is the fameas “Teanoo 157

af the barmsterming daye manipualaied
in Lomg Beach, California, taking pas-
sengers aloft for a few flesting minutes
at & price of fifteen to twenty-Bwve dod-
lars & flight. Young Howhks didn't have
ANy mMoney L0 F0 Up 03 0 poascnger,
and it was probably just ns well

The Lypical “harwire' oabit opecabsl
by this plomeer airman by the name of
Christopbersan was an ol  “poshar.”
It was patchod and re-patched. The
pilot sat on the lending edge of the
lower wing, hiz foot resting on nothing
ot all. In buck of kim was his engine.
Abeut kim were hiz controlz thot had
Lo ke operated by his hands, feet aod
bly, Alongside of him was = tiny
sent fust large enough o held & pes-
sengper if the passenger wosn't toos big.

That was in 1606, But in 1918 they
were sianding in line for & chance to
see the country lsoking down.  Young
Hawks stood in Hne toe. Every day
far asvaral daye ke wus fn the line, bat
he maver got in the plane, for he simply
didn't have the price.

Ome might he had o brillinnt idea of
how Lo get @ ride with Christopbarsan.
He theught it cab &8 he lay in bed wish-
img that he sould Airt with the clouds
amd the birds. The iden was mll right
pxcept that it was based on a Taleehood,
hat the driving deaire to fy overlosked
that item.

ol Hp:trlu-i nn Tenrd shig ior Eorepe where llawhs s meiw

The next morning bright and early
voung Hawks appearsd st the ratty fly-
ing field on the outskirts of Leng

Erench. He was thers before Chris-
tophersom, When the barnstormer ap-
peared Hawks went boldly up to him:

“[ have no money," he began, “bot T
certainly. want an airplane ride'

¥ep ® replied the plonser of the
skies, the statemsent of the young man
nod Being at &l] new in that day or this
day wither for that matier.

] wont to make o trade with wow"
Hawks continued ns he screwed op his
conrnge. "It this: If I welte & story
about & Might in your plane for my
paper wou will get more buasiness and 1
will bave tha ride”

It sounded all right to Christophee-
som. “All right,"” he accepted, “I'll take
vom up”

*I'-H_.l;T wia Howks' firat airplane tide,
It dida't Imst but a few minutes;
jost off the ground, up & ways, and
down again. It was moestly filled with
vibration and engine roar and hanging
on, bub it was aviation. However, it
was whough for Howks, He was sold
cn Bying.

Then hia eonsclence began froubling
him. He was no reporter &nd he wasn'i
writing stories for papers. He hod paid
for his ride with a documant that might
be termed & false pretense.

“It bothered me and worrled me a
lot, the more I thought of it,"” he said.
“Christophersan kad played:fair and I
hadn't. T declded to try and sqisars By-
=elf, po | went down the mért morning
and told him that 1 kad cheated him.
He was very decent.

=I told him that as leng as [ could
mat pay for the ride with elther eash or
publicity, 1 weuld be willing ts work it
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out, ard I was thankfnl when ha agreed
to the proposal.”

It was in just that fashion that the
present spesd- borner peross the coum-
ity became initinted into avietion. He
helped to pateh up leaky radintors. He
spread varniah and dope and sewed fab-
rle, He changed spark plugs and dug
into magnaton, and ke made himself so
wsefal that he obtained more rides and
wan even allowed to take the stick im
the air upon occasions,

Aviation claimed Hawks from that
tima on. Mot that he gave up every-
thing «lse, but hiz mind's eye was
focnssed on air, plus speed, As & stu-
demt he went in for spesdy sports
sprinting and racing. He ran the two-
twenty in nearly record time.

Then came the war—and more avia-
tion. Having been an engineering aiu-
dert at the Univeralty of Californta he
g0t through the groamd school promptly
ard went to Hrooks Field, Dallas, It
took but thres and one-kholf hours of
inetrucdions Lo give him his Brat solo,

Later be was made an instruetor, He
kad the ability of teaching others to
fiy and he did it so well that ba never
was allowed to go to Franes, but while
his hienrt was overseas he was sircling
nround im “Jenmies" at sixty to seventy
miles an hour. It didn't appeal, so ke
reaigned Bis capiain®™ commission.

Abs mearly every fyer knowe, omce
vou have looked sutl over the country-
aide from & pilot's seat high up in the
blue, nething on the ground exactly sat-
isfles, So with Hawks., He went to
barastorming with a group who hod
bought ap a flest of war teaining
planes.

T worbd kave had & nice Alght with
my first passenger boad,” he recalled,
“pxpapt for & bonrd fence. [ never saw
a plane rolled up in & ball bafore with
paasengers and nirplane all mized to-
gother. That mirplane was completely
washed oudl. I struck the fence with
my landing gear amd dewn we came on
the other side! Bul the atrange thing
about it was that ne one was serioosly
et

There was a long period of borm-
storming, a school that 13 unegualed
merhapa for traiming aviaters, for they
mest know their machine and they
maust have confidense. This barnstorm-
ing took him to Mexico with other
gypsy fliers apd there he was naso-
cinted with Augie Pedlor, pilot of Miss
Dioran in the Dole race in 1927, who
was loat at sen with kis plane and pas-
sengers. Pedlar, douhled ns & mechanic
and wing walker and did other stonts.

WAE after this that racing came
to be the big thing to Frank Hawks,
but this did not entirely satisfy.

“It was not fast envagh and I turmed
te somathing else® he says, "1 felt that
a hig opportunity eould be found with
some large commercial company, hoth
to earn & good living nnd sell avintion
to execobives who are in o position to
maake good use of it

FOPULAR AVIATION—Aeronaoutics

It was in this selling of speed in the
alr that he made his firet krip east from
Los Angelos and set hia first trans-
cootinental record of 18 hours and 2B
muinates.

The fllght started on an evening in
Febranry, 1628, In the cabin was Os-
car Grabhb, tueked im among sewenty-
five Gve-gollon tins and armed with &
pair of tin shears and a hand pump.
Grubbs job was to pump the fuel by
hiand into the wing tanks, and thenm, in
crder to make more room for himsalf,
to cut op the tine ioto strips and store
them in the plane. The fear that the
empties might strike and injore somee
ofe of the groamd prevented him from
throwing them overboard.

It was winter weather and the plane
was an open-cockpit job. Up to 15,000
feet bo went and stayed there. As he
fought his way eastward the clouds in-
ercased ontil a blanket of 8,000 feei
thick wns between him and the sarth.
He felt that he would find better going
north amd ke “crabbed" in that diree-
thon, He saw mo land from West Texas
until he reached some point enst of the
Mizsiszippi. It wans o great blankot of
clouds over which he few.

It was time o find out his location so
ke dropped dewn through moere than a
mile af clowds and fog only to encoun-
ter & eold, delving snewstorm. The land
bmesth loaked like Kemtueky and that
was ton far south, Up again with a
cogrse headed doe north,

After mn howr or s0 another trip
down throngh the white blamket and
thiz time the terrain reminded bim of
Weal Virginia. This time ke flew be-
nesth the hlanket, twisting and winding
op valleys amd betwesn moontsina,
working his way northward ontdl he
landed st RHoocsevelt Ficld.

"It was not so bad" he said. "I
thought we might make it and I
thought tos, that we might have to
lamd. 1 wanted to make the Aight io
impreas the executives of my ewn com-
pany who wera atill to be eonvinced of
the value of cross country, high speed
fiying. This flight helped o lot.”

This record, however, was quickly
hroken, and Hawks remained com-
paratively out of the aviation spotlight
until Jumwe 2T, 1820, On that dato, fdy-
ing alone nnd im the same kigh wing
monoplane in which be had established
his first record, he troveled non-stop
from Mew York to Los Angeles in 1D
hours, 10 minotes, and on the follpw-
ing day ke returned mon-stop im 17
hours, 8 minutes. He had gope from
const to coast in 3§ hours, 44 minotes,
which gave him the cross-country lou-
rels exat and wesl and the rodsd trip
record,

These records contioeed to he recog-
nized officially even after other fiers
had made better bime through the ad-
wvantage of refeeling stops midway at
Wichita, Kansgs, but a8 In the case of
loss of his first transcontinental record,
Howks wasted no time redeeming what
these competitors had taken from him

He personally supervised the con-
siraction of a low-wing mosoplane ca-
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pable of a kigh apeed of approximately
20 miles an heur, and in August of
1530 be flew from Mew York to Los
Angeles, moking five stops, in 14 hours,
30 minotes, 48 secondn, A wesk Infer
he returned, making three stops, in 12
hours, 2§ minotes, § seconds.
Subsequently Howks flew his winged
torpedo between scores of American
and Canadian cities, establishing in-
formal records between many of his
takeol and landing points, Outatanding
among these flights were trips from
Detrait to New York, &40 miles, in 2
hours, 41 minutes; averaging nboat 265
mileg an hour, théen an unoffieinl warld
vécard for speed and distance; Phila-
delphin to New York, 00 miles, in 20
mingtes, averaging four amd a half
miles & mirute, Many of these Aights
wore made In 1280 for which year
Hawks wns chosen America's outstsedl-

img flier by the Ligue Internationale

des Avinteurs.

Captain Hawks is now in Enrope flor
an extended Aving tour.

The annouBcement of the brip said
that “the toar is being made for parely
busimess reasons, especially to permit
Capitsin Hawks to consult with foreign
alrplane abd petrolesm technicians, to
permit him e inapect the European
airporta and transpert lines, and to
atterd the International Afreraft Show
Ila}h,;ﬂm'kh-}]m during the week of May

Hut from the reports that are com-
ing back regarding the way in which
this spesd king is burning up tha Con-
tinental airways, it seems certain thot
before this summer is over, thers will
b mew records in the crown of this
super-man whe rides “gmitting on the

wind."
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