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Thursday, June 11, 1931 Sparta News-Plaindealer, Sparta, IL 
 
“Record of Hunter Brothers Finally Gets Recognition 
 
“St. Louis Papers Admit Jackson and O’Brine Flight Has Not Been Approved 
 
“Almost six months after the News-Plaindealer published confirmation of the report that 
the Hunter Brothers of Sparta, are still holders of the refueling endurance flight record St. 
Louis papers on Tuesday, for the first time printed press dispatches to the effect that the 
Jackson-O’Brine flight at St. Louis last fall has never been recognized. 
 
“Under a Washington date line, the St. Louis Star on Tuesday evening published the 
following United Press Dispatch: 
 
“The second airplane refueling endurance record of 647 hours and 28 minutes, 
established last year by Dale Jackson and Forrest O’Brine, has never been officially 
recognized by the Federal Aeronautique International. 
 
“Give Hunters Credit 
 
“Officials of the National Aeronautical Association, a member of the federation, said the 
record still is 553 hours and 41 minutes, made at Chicago by the Hunter Brothers of 
Sparta, Ill. 
 
“It was explained that there were numerous “Irregularities” in the Jackson-O’Brine flight.  
These were outlined as follows: 
 

“Reports of the flight were not signed by an official federation timer. 
“The reports were not complete. 
“The barograph used was not sealed. 
“The flyers did not use a smoke chart required by the federation. 

“Association officials declined to discuss reports that circumstances other than those 
cited resulted in the refusal to recognize the flight.  They explained that while these 
irregularities probably were only technicalities, they were sufficient to result in the 
refusal to grant recognition.” 
 
“John and Kenneth Hunter, who piloted the “City of Chicago” to the present record, were 
advised on an official visit to Washington last January that they were still the official 
endurance flight champions.  The News-Plaindealer at that time published information to 
that effect. 
 
“Landing Report Persists 
 
“Although the United Press dispatch does not go into detail as to reasons other than those 
cited for the refusal to recognize the flight, it is believed that reports to the effect that the 
plane piloted by Jackson and O’Brine landed in St. Louis county one night during their 
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flight, while repairs were made, had something to do with the refusal to grant recognition.  
Residents of a certain section of St. Louis county, at the time of the flight, are reported to 
have declared they saw the plane land under the cover of dusk one evening, remain on the 
ground for some time while hurried repairs were made, and then take off again.” 
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